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Travellers are doing their bit for conservation by getting
hands-on at Australian lodges and resoris

RICKY FREMCH

nar of the maost rewanding aspects of travel
can bewhen you arrive at a destination
and beconme instantly and unexpectedly
embrodled insomething bigger than your-
sell Al Spicers Hidden Vale in southeast
Crueeniland a couple of vears ago, | banely
had time to dump my bags before | was
Briarwlbed i riboea Bais i drvven amlo an oasis
of bushland to join a research team tracking radio-
oollared koalas through the Ereetops, Guests at Tas-
mania’s Saffire Freyeinet arewsually surprised o bearn
that the luxury lodge is part of a program trying lo save
the Tasmanian devil from extinction, and that they can
help. At South Australia’s Arkaba Conservancy,
voun dom't just marvel at the results of 15 years of tireless
native-flora regeneration efforts; you get out and plant
SO EFes.

Mamy of Australia’s top lodges and resorts actively
participate in crucial yet often overlooked conservation
projects that guests are invited 1o be a part of They feed
ourdesire for immersive, hands-on experiences. where
wi both learn about and contribute to a cause we might
mot have been aware of before checking in.

Il you want to support operators making a demon-
strable difference to conservation. consider these
opltions for your next trip.

Spicers Hidden Vale

Spanning nearly 5000ha of native bushland near
Grandchester, an hour from Brishane, Spicers Hidden
Wale is what happens when country charm meets con-
servation. Onee a vast sheep station, its focus started

shifting lowards conservation in 20057 with the estab-
lishment of a 3FEHha nature refuge to preserve habatat
and provide a wildlife corrdar for thresitened specie. In
2007 e 318m Hidden Vabe Wildlife Centreopensl The
resgarch, leaching and breeding facilily is operated in
partnershipwith the Universty of Quesnsland and was
funded by Spicers Retreats owners Graham and Jude
Turner through their Turner Family Foundation.
Cruwests e bour the centre, meet researchers, hold na-
Live replibes, and visit the enclosunes totry lospol anelu-
sivie breeding pair of rufous bettongs, populations of
which have been decimated by foxes and cats.

The towering eucalypt forests of the nearby nature
refuge offers sanctuary toabout 40 healthy koalas, part
of the Hidden Vale Koala Project. The animals are
tracked via electronic collars, providing data on their
movernent and behaviowr. The collars anealso handy for
pinpointing which trectop to train your bnoculars on
during a koaka safari, where vou'll learn why these crea-
tures are in sweh sersous strife in southeast Queenskand,
and the conservation strategies aimed at ensuring their
survival. It's hoped that some of these animals can be
translocated to areas where populations have been lost.
Although if | were a keala, 1'd be quite content to stay
hierein the peaceful and protected Lockyer Valley.

“It's a land of wild beauty, and stunning flora and
fauma.” says Jude Turner. “Sharing the experienoe of this
land with our guests is our privibege and our passion, and
something we're deeply committed to protecting”
STAY
Spicers Hidden Vabe has 34 guestrooms in restored col-
onial cottages surrounded by gardens, The medern
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homestead overleoks bucollc countryside and houses
the award-winning Homage Restaurant, serving local,
farm-to-fork produce. Rooms from $55% a night, twin-
share,

spleersratroats.com

Saffire Freucinet

It's hard to decide which guests have it better at Saffire
Frevecinet - the human ones cosseted in their private
pavilions, gazing across Coles Bay to the rose-tinted
graniteof thee Hazands mowniain range, or the Tasmani-
an devils chowing down on fresh chunks of wallaby and
possum inside their private enclosure a few doors down,
The devils are retirees from the Save the Tasmanian
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Drevil Program, the state government s response todevil
Tacial tumour disease, an infectious, Btal cancer that
threatens the species with extinction. Having played
their raleas parl of an insurance population for breed-
g, thery liveeout theirdays ina sort of luxoury retinsment
village filled with native plants.

Guests et lo visit the devils at feeding time as part of
Saffire’s Tasmanian Devil Experience, aunigque appor-
tunity toobserveand learm aloul the iconic speciesin its
natural environment. Sallire partners with immunobe-
gists at the Menzies Institube for Medical Research in
Haolbsart, wheo are working on a ground-breaking vaccine
for this contagious cancer. Guests can support Uve re-
search through the Adopt-a- Devil program, with funds
woing directly towards the vaccine effort. " The devils ane
ambassadors for thetr species,”says head devil gaide Ni-
cole Dnvble. " We have guests fromall over the world stay
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hereamd they take the story of the devils home”™ Dyhle
says there's a magic moment when guests first approach
ther enclosure., “All of a sudden these little devils start
stepping out of the wilderness. It blows them away every
time, Peopleget 2o excited they dont really listentoany-
thing yousay afterthat.”

STAY

Saffire Frevcinet s all-inclusive acoommaodation packa-
gesinclude the Tasmandan Devil Experience, along with
wine tasting at a bocal vineyand, a beekeeping outing, a
visal bis Frveamel Manne Farmand more. Luxury suites
Trom 528004 night, twin-share.
saffire-freycinet.com.ou

The Great Barrier Reef

The Great Barrier Reel offers visitors opportunities to
engagewith conservation projects throughout s entine
2300km length, froem Lizard Island inthe north - where
vaoul can slip out of your hammock at the resort and stroll
overto Lizard Island Research Station for a tour of the
coral reef research facility - 1o Lady Elliot Island in the
souith, whene guests contribute tomanta ray research by
snappingunderwater photos of the gentle glants and up-
loading them to the Project Manta database,

Lady Musgrave HQ - a liveaboard pontoon in Lady
Musgrave Island Lagoon - invites guests to become a
marinebisdogist for a day, assisting scientists to gather
underwater data. And ifyvou can tear vourself away from
vaourr haxury villaat Orpheus lsland Lodige, you can ven-
tureto Crphews Island Rescarch Station for atour of the
wat laboratory and a chat with scientists studying the
impact of cdimate change and rising sea levels,

TRAVEL+LUXURY

Fitzroy Island Resort's marine conservation program
s guests volunteering at the Cairns Turtle Rehabili-
tation Centre, preparing food for injured sea turtles, and
monitoring their populations in the ocean (discovera
mw urthe and you get to name it). You can also smorkel
over Australia’s first offshore coral nursery - viewing
new corals planted by the Reef Restoration Foundation

amdl launch asearch and destroy mission on the coral-
eating Drupella snail. Every visitor who takes a full-day
triptothe reef contributes 38 towards management of
the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park.

Fiona Merida, director of reel education and engage-
ment at the Great Barrier Reel Marine Park Authority,
says citizen science projects such as Eye on the Reef -a
phone app that collects real-timee data - help guide con-
servation efforts and management decisions. “[t em-
powers people who bove and visit the reel to play an ac-
tive role in saficguarding this natural wonder for current
andl future generations,” she says,

STAY

Lizrd Iskarsd resort from $241% a night. twin-share,
lizardislond.com.ou

Orpheus [sland Lodge from $3850 for two nights, all-
inchusive,

orpheus.com.ou

Fiteroy lsland Resort studio rooms $209 night.
fitzroyislond.com

Lady Musgrave HQ upper deck queen glamping beds
from SIR(Ka night.

Royal Mail Hotel, Dunkeld
Conservation and agriculture might seem likeunlikely
bedfellows, but they get along pretty well at the Roval
Mail Hotel in Dunkeld, western Victoria, Owned by a
local pastoral company, the property boasts one of Aus-
tralia’s tog regional restaurants (the fine-dining Wick-
ens)and boutique accommodation in restored 1850s
bluestons coltages that once housed farm workers. A
D5hachunk of adiacent Land has been ceded to create Uhe
Maount Sturgeon Biodiversity Reserve, a prolected ansa
managed for its core diversity values, and ringed by a
predator-proof fence. A caplive breeding program for
southern brown bandicoots, eastern quolls and fat-
tailesd dunmarts is run onsste, amd in July stalf celebrabed
the rebease into the reservie of three quolls, animals that
had been extinet on the Australian mainland since the
19605,

“It'sa wonderful example of conservatbon in practice
onagricultural land,” says Royal Mall Hotel conserva-
tion manager Kai Dailey. Guests can take a guided tour
of the enclosures and meet the animals as part of a Wild-
life Conservation Education experience. “Imteractive
education s hugely important.” says Daibey. “We show
people how these unique animals have evolved to filla
niche in the environment, and what happens when that
niche is o bonger filled. And weteach peoplethat every-
anecan play a role”

STAY

Dreluexe Mount Sturgeon one-bedroom cottages are
5650 night, two-night minimum.
royalmall.com.au
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