
Lake Eppalock
* Refer to map

Just 15 minutes down the road, central 
Victoria’s largest water storage is perfect for 
fishing, swimming, water skiing and more.

Attractions of 
Heathcote 

PMS 1807 RED
PMS 432 GREY
PMS 142 GOLD
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Wineries
The region’s climate and rich Cambrian 
soil provides the perfect conditions for 
producing great wines. Over 30 cellar doors 
showcase award winning wines including 
Shiraz and other varieties such as Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Grenache, Tempranillo, 
Marsanne, Sangiovese and Viognier.

Cycling and Walking Trails
* Please note that not all trails are signed. 

Refer to map for more information.

McIvor Creek Trail  
Walk or ride along the McIvor Creek 
through the township of Heathcote.  
The trail is approximately 2km one way.

Viewing Rock Loop Trail 
A beautiful and slightly challenging walk 
to a large rock perched above Heathcote, 
offering spectacular views. The full loop  
is approximately 2.6km.

Pink Cliffs Loop Trail  
A peaceful 8km trail that leads past the 
historic cemetery and up to the Pink Cliffs.
* Please note some sections are on road.

Liquid Amber Trail 
A pleasant 1km loop from the Visitor 
Centre through to the Liquid Amber trees, 
to the picnic area along McIvor Creek.

Shopping
Enjoy boutique gifts, homewares, food 
and wine in the main street; a market  
on the first Saturday of each month;  
or salvage vintage treasures.

Heathcote Visitor Centre 
Open daily (except Christmas Day) 
(03) 5433 3121 
heathcote.org.au 
heathcotevic@bendigo.vic.gov.au

 @ExploreHeathcote #ExploreHeathcote

For more 
information, 

please contact

Attractions
1.  Pink Cliffs

A nice walk from town, this geological 
reserve offers hills of fine pink clay 
with an almost talcum-powder 
texture.

2.  McIvor Creek Swing Bridge
Cross the river in town at the end of 
Jennings Street by walking over this 
timber swing bridge – hanging from  
a single steel rope.

3.  O’Keefe Rail Trail
This 49km cycling/walking trail 
connects Heathcote to Bendigo and 
runs along a former rail alignment  
of the Melbourne-Sydney line.

5.  Mount Ida
Offering spectacular views of Heathcote 
and the surrounding area, Mount Ida is 
also great for bushwalking and viewing 
flora and fauna.

6.  Barrack Reserve
With picnic and barbeque facilities 
in a pretty setting by the river, grab 
some local produce and sit back  
and relax.

7.  Heathcote Play Space
This fantastic playground is just the 
place to keep the kids happy. A flying 
fox, water pump, swings and more 
offer something for all ages. 

8.  Valley of Liquid Ambers
This pretty valley is close to town  
and perfect for a picnic. In autumn,  
it is beautifully coloured thanks to  
the lovely trees.
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Be sure to pick up these 
other great brochures for 
what to see and do while 
in the Heathcote region.

Graytown
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Walking tracks

Grass trees

Heathcote Visitor Centre 

Open daily 9am - 5pm (except Christmas Day) 

(03) 5433 3121 

heathcote.org.au 

heathcotevic@bendigo.vic.gov.au

 @ExploreHeathcote #ExploreHeathcote

For more 

information, 

please contact
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Be sure to pick up these 

other great brochures for 

what to see and do while 

in the Heathcote region.

Points of Interest
1.  Historic Cemetery

Still in remarkably good condition, 

the old Graytown Cemetery is set in 

the forest approx. 700m off the main 

road. The cemetery features a Chinese 

burial section; a marble headstone 

dated in the early 1870s with text 

written in Welsh and numerous 

other headstones with inscriptions. 

The German Heritage Society and 

interested locals have been helping 

with restoration over the years.

2.  Sites of War Internment Camps

During WW2, prisoners of war were 

camped at Graytown with approx. 250 

Italian and German POWs detained 

there. The Germans were mostly 

crew from the Germal Rider Ship 

‘Kormoran’ that sunk HMAS Sydney off 

the WA coast. Prisoners were guarded 

at night but able to work in the forest 

during the day and many of these men 

settled in the district after the war. 

  Mining Ruins

Reminders of this once rich mining 

town can be found with old poppet 

legs and covered mine shafts – some 

as deep as 165 metres.

5.  Mt Black lookout

In a beautiful bushland setting, Mount 

Black provides magnificent views of 

Heathcote and surrounds. Mt Black is the 

highest point in the area and was once 

a quarry source for the Goulburn Weir. 

Look out for spectacular Grass Trees.

  Walks

The National Park is easily accessible 

by road and offers ample opportunity 

for bushwalking, orienteering, bird 

watching and more.
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Mia Mia Church

Canoeing on Lake Eppalock

Lake Eppalock

Heathcote Visitor Centre 
Open daily 9am - 5pm (except Christmas Day) (03) 5433 3121 
heathcote.org.au 
heathcotevic@bendigo.vic.gov.au

 @ExploreHeathcote #ExploreHeathcote

For more 
information, 

please contact
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Be sure to pick up these 
other great brochures for 
what to see and do while 
in the Heathcote region.

Redesdaleand Mia Mia

More attractions
Wineries
A number of quality wineries can be found in the region with cellar doors ready for your visit.

Olive Groves
The rolling hills and weather of the region is ideal for the many olive groves that have farm gates in the region.

Nature
Close to picturesque Lake Eppalock and surrounded by rolling hills and bushland reserves such as Mt Lofty and Emberton, there is plenty for the nature lover to appreciate. Bush trails, cycling tracks and local flora and fauna can be enjoyed as well as great places to fish, picnic, enjoy a spot of birdwatching or simply relish the great outdoors.

Lakeside Boulevard, Eppalock

A historic walk
 around Heathcote 

Brief history of Heathcote
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Heathcote boasts a rich history. A number of prehistoric quarry 
sites have been found at nearby Mt Camel Range, providing 
evidence of ancient Aboriginal associations with the land. 

Pastoral runs and squatters called Heathcote home from the 
1830s, but it wasn’t until gold was discovered at McIvor Creek 
in 1852 that the region really exploded. The goldrush brought 
in a digger population estimated at around 40,000 by late 
1853, but by the following year, many of them had moved on. 

The first official land sale was in January 1854 and it was 
around this time that the township was named Heathcote. 
Records are unclear as to why – possibly it was after a newly 
appointed British MP, or perhaps simply the abundance of 
wild heath growing in the area.

By the mid-1860s the town had a hospital, school and 
Anglican, Presbyterian, Wesleyan and Catholic churches. 
Many beautiful buildings from this era still stand – particularly 
in the main street – showcasing the stunning architecture and 
craftsmanship of the time. 

After the goldrush had faded in the 1870s, many people 
took up farming as a way to live and grazing, agriculture and 
dairying have remained mainstays of the Heathcote economy.

Modern day Heathcote benefits from beautiful architecture, 
picturesque surrounds and rich, Cambrian soil producing a 
local food and wine industry that is known globally to be one 
of the very best.

Historic Post Office

Historic site of Council meetings

Visitor Information Centre

Mechanics Institute

In the heart of central Victoria, nestled between the 
stunning McHarg and McIvor Ranges, and just 100km 
from Melbourne, is the charming township of Heathcote.

Heathcote Visitor Centre 
Open daily 9am - 5pm (except Christmas Day) 
(03) 5433 3121 
heathcote.org.au 
heathcotevic@bendigo.vic.gov.au

 @ExploreHeathcote #ExploreHeathcote

For more 
information, 

please contact
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Be sure to pick up these 
other great brochures for 
what to see and do while 
in the Heathcote region.
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Visitor Information Centre

Vehicle Tracks

Pink Cliffs Loop Trail (8km loop)

Viewing Rock Loop Trail (2.6km loop)

Liquid Amber Trail (1km loop)

McIvor Creek Trail (2km one way)

O’Keefe Rail Trail (49km to Bendigo)

Heathcote

Mount Ida 

10km

MELBOURNE

HEATHCOTE
BENDIGO

• O’Keefe Rail Trail Shelter
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(Viewing Rock Loop Trail not to scale)

Hanson Street

       Golden Gully Road

Stephenson Street


