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The Nabanga Pledge
The Nabanga Pledge is an initiative to build and reconnect our tourism industry 

to keep everyone Covid-safe. It’s also the responsibility of every resident, 
citizen, and visitor to do everything we can to protect one another.

It’s not legally binding, it’s a promise we make to each other to prioritise safety 
as we reopen our country to the world.

Why the Nabanga
The Banyan tree – or Nabanga as it is known in Vanuatu – is sacred in all of 
our 116 distinct cultures. The largest tree species in Vanuatu, it is revered as 
a protective presence. Its giant canopy and root system provide shelter and 

protection for countless species of flora and fauna.

And for centuries, it has been a place of refuge for Vanuatu’s people. It is often 
used as a sacred meeting place – a Nakamal – where important community 

issues are discussed and resolved.

The branches and roots of the tree represent our connections to one another, 
as a community – and a Nabanga located within the village is considered a 

respectful place that provides shelter, a meeting place, a dancing ground, and 
the centre of decision making for keeping our communities safe and going.
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A tree rich in symbolism
 

   Towering strength & solidity

   Umbrella-like protection, showing a hierarchy of law & order

   A platform of life & vitality

   Many branches that represent our interconnectivity with one another

   A symbol of community & oneness

   A place that brings people together to be safe

   A symbol of beauty, nature & wild adventure



A promise that connects us
Like the branches and roots of a Nabanga, the Nabanga Pledge connects international visitors, the Vanuatu tourism 

industry and Ni-Vanuatu chiefs and communities as we all work together to keep each other safe.
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Our three audience groups

INTERNATIONAL VISITORS
Visitors sign the pledge to promise  

Ni-Vanuatu people and tourism 
operators that they will follow all 

health protocols during their stay.

TOURISM OPERATORS
Businesses and all those who work in the tourism industry sign the 

pledge to promise visitors Covid-safety guidelines are in place, while 
also promising local communities that they are safely supporting  

the recovery of Vanuatu’s economy.

COMMUNITY
Ni-Vanuatu chiefs and communities sign the 
pledge to promise tourism operators that they 
value the industry for the recovery of their 
country, while also promising visitors that they 
will be welcomed as guests and leave as friends.



The Nabanga Pledge assets
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Logo
This logo can be used on digital 

and printed collateral to show your 
support of the Nabanga Pledge.

P L E D G E

T H E

United on Covid Safety
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Website copy and lock-up
This key message can be used on your website to show you have signed the 

pledge, linking people to vanuatu.travel for more information on the initiative.

From the moment we welcome you, to the moment you  
embark on your next adventure, we promise to keep you  
safe and smiling. We hope you will stand with us in our  
pledge to keep each other Covid-safe too.

Learn more about how we’re keeping everyone safe.

Infographic
A detailed and simplified version of the infographic explains the Nabanga Pledge and 
the link between our three audience groups. These can be downloaded, displayed on 

websites or posted on social platforms to support the pledge and promote Covid-safety.

The Nabanga Pledge is not legally binding, it’s a promise 
we make with each other to do everything we can to 
prioritise safety as we reopen our country to the world.

Signing the pledge

For centuries, the Nabanga has been 
a symbol of community, life and 

protection. It’s the largest tree species 
in Vanuatu and is sacred in all of our 

116 distinct cultures. That’s why it lends 
its name to our nationwide pledge to 

work together to keep each other 
Covid-safe, protecting those who live, 
work or travel in our beautiful country. 

WE PROMISE TO KEEP 
YOU SAFE. YOU PROMISE 

TO KEEP US SAFE.  
LET’S WORK TOGETHER 

TO PROTECT EACH OTHER 
FROM COVID-19.

Like the branches and roots of a Nabanga, the Nabanga Pledge connects international visitors, the Vanuatu 
tourism industry and Ni-Vanuatu chiefs and communities as we all work together to keep each other safe.

A promise that connects us

INTERNATIONAL VISITORS
Visitors sign the pledge to promise 

Ni-Vanuatu people and tourism 
operators that they will follow all 

health protocols during their stay.

TOURISM OPERATORS
Businesses and all those who work in the tourism industry sign the 

pledge to promise visitors Covid-safety guidelines are in place, while 
also promising local communities that they are safely supporting 

the recovery of Vanuatu’s economy.

COMMUNITY
Ni-Vanuatu chiefs and communities 
sign the pledge to promise tourism 
operators that they value the industry 
for the recovery of their country, while 
also promising visitors that they will be 
welcomed as guests and leave as friends.

A promise that connects us
The Nabanga Pledge is a promise we make with each other to work together to keep each 

other Covid-safe, protecting those who live, work or travel in our beautiful country. 

INTERNATIONAL 
VISITORS

TOURISM 
OPERATORS

COMMUNITY



Like the branches and roots of a magnifi cent Nabanga, our pledge connects us 

to our community as we keep each other Covid-safe, protecting all who live, 

work or travel in our beautiful country.

WE PROMISE TO KEEP YOU SAFE. YOU PROMISE TO KEEP US SAFE. 
LET’S WORK TOGETHER TO PROTECT EACH OTHER FROM COVID-19.

Answer our call at vanuatu.travel

Posters
These posters can feature in airports, 

hotels, elevators, shop fronts and more, 
to reassure travellers that we are doing all 
we can to keep each other Covid-safe, and 

to remind them to do the same.

Counter cards
These counter cards can be used at hotels, 

restaurants and tourism operators to 
reassure and remind staff and customers 

of their Covid-safety promise.
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Social tiles
These assets can be posted on social 

platforms to raise awareness for 
the pledge and share your support. 
There is one post for each audience 
group (visitors, tourism operators, 

community) to share that they have 
signed the pledge, and a small series 
of posts that explain the Covid-safety 

promise and how to get involved. 
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Sam I’ve taken the Nabanga Pledge.

Like the branches and roots of a magnificent Nabanga, my 
pledge connects me to the Vanuatu community as we work 
together to keep each other Covid-safe, protecting all who live, 
work or travel in this beautiful country.  

#NabangaPledge #UnitedInCovidSafety  
#PromisingSafety #Vanuatu

Sam

Breakas Beach Resort We’ve taken the Nabanga Pledge.

Like the branches and roots of a magnificent Nabanga, our 
pledge connects us to our community as we work together to 
keep each other Covid-safe, protecting all who live, work or 
travel in our beautiful country.  

#NabangaPledge #UnitedInCovidSafety  
#PromisingSafety #Vanuatu

Breakas Beach Resort

Communitie group We’ve taken the Nabanga Pledge.

Like the branches and roots of a magnificent Nabanga, our 
pledge connects us to our community as we work together to 
keep each other Covid-safe, protecting all who live, work or 
travel in our beautiful country.  

#NabangaPledge #UnitedInCovidSafety  
#PromisingSafety #Vanuatu

Community group

vanuatuislands From the moment you choose Vanuatu for 
your next unforgettable adventure, to the moment you return 
home with a million extraordinary memories, making sure 
everyone stays healthy and safe is our number one priority. 
Travellers and tourism operators, individuals and families, 
visitors and islanders – we must all do everything we can to 
protect one another.

Let’s work together to keep each other Covid-safe. We promise 
to keep you safe. You promise to keep us safe.

That’s the Nabanga Pledge. 

Answer our call at vanuatu.travel

#NabangaPledge #UnitedInCovidSafety  
#PromisingSafety #Vanuatu

vanuatuislands For centuries, the Nabanga has been a symbol 
of community, life and protection. It’s the largest tree species 
in Vanuatu and is sacred in all of our 116 distinct cultures. Its 
giant canopy and root system not only provide shelter and 
protection for countless species of flora and fauna, but also 
provide a sheltered place for people to meet, dance and come 
together to make the decisions that keep our communities safe 
and going.

That’s why it lends its name to our nationwide pledge to work 
together to keep each other Covid-safe, protecting those who 
live, work or travel in our beautiful country. 

Discover more about the Nabanga Pledge at vanuatu.travel

#NabangaPledge #UnitedInCovidSafety  
#PromisingSafety #Vanuatu

vanuatuislands vanuatuislands
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A promise that connects us
The Nabanga Pledge is a promise we make with each other to 
work together to keep each other Covid-safe, protecting those 

who live, work or travel in our beautiful country. 

INTERNATIONAL 
VISITORS

TOURISM 
OPERATORS

COMMUNITY

vanuatuislands Like the branches and roots of a Nabanga, the Nabanga 
Pledge connects international visitors, the Vanuatu tourism industry and 
Ni-Vanuatu chiefs and communities as we all work together to keep each 
other Covid-safe.

Visitors sign the pledge to promise tourism operators and Ni-Vanuatu people 
that they will follow all health protocols during their stay.

Tourism operators sign the pledge to promise visitors safety guidelines are 
in place, while promising communities that they are safely supporting the 
recovery of Vanuatu’s economy.

Communities sign the pledge to promise tourism operators that they value 
the industry for the recovery of their country, while promising visitors that 
they will be welcomed as guests and leave as friends. 

Answer our call at vanuatu.travel

#NabangaPledge #UnitedInCovidSafety  
#PromisingSafety #Vanuatu

vanuatuislands Whether it’s the resort staff who ensure your 
accommodation follows our Safe Business Operations Platform, 
the restaurant owners who keep their premises clean and 
welcoming, or the bus drivers who implement social distancing 
rules, the people of Vanuatu won’t let you down.

Look for businesses who have signed the Nabanga Pledge, 
make the promise yourself and let’s work together to keep each 
other Covid-safe.

Answer our call at vanuatu.travel

#NabangaPledge #UnitedInCovidSafety  
#PromisingSafety #Vanuatu

vanuatuislands vanuatuislands
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How can industry get involved?
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The most successful initiatives are those embraced by the industry and 
stakeholders. You can get involved by signing the Nabanga Pledge, doing all 
you can to keep everyone Covid-safe and sharing your support by using and 

displaying the available assets. 

When posting on social accounts, you can also use the following 
hashtags to help people find information on our pledge: #NabangaPledge 

#UnitedInCovidSafety #PromisingSafety



LET’S WORK TOGETHER TO PROTECT 
EACH OTHER FROM COVID-19.


