
Ethics of bird-watching and photography:     

In the interest of birds and everyone else, please be 
aware of the following:

•	 Do not approach too closely – birds are 
easily disturbed. Use a scope if possible and a 
long-range lens for photography.  

•	  Resist the use of bird-callers in the field - 
they distract birds from nesting / feeding & the need 
to maintain territory.   

•	 Respect any banders or scientists who may 
be working in the area. 

•	 If spotlighting keep direct beam away from 	
	 the bird.
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birds are in our nature
Western Australia
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BIRDWATCHING AROUND WYNDHAM  

Wyndham and its surrounding district have an 
exciting list of well over 200 bird species, many 
of which are difficult to see elsewhere in Western 
Australia. There are a variety of habitats, however 
access to good birding sites can be difficult due to 
the wet season, few roads, high tides or the presence 
of crocodiles. Please be vigilant at all times.

The Wyndham KBA (Key Biodiversity Area), to the 
north of Wyndham on the West Arm of Cambridge 
Gulf, focusses on the slopes of the Bastion and 
neighbouring range. It is important for Gouldian 
Finch in particular, also for Northern Rosella, Yellow-
tinted, Bar-breasted and White-gaped Honeyeater, 
Silver-crowned Friarbird, Masked and Long-tailed 
Finches and Yellow-rumped Mannikin. The ground is 
steep, loose and rough i.e. not easily accessible.
All the birds listed above for the KBA can be seen 
elsewhere.

For a combined Wyndham - Kununurra bird list see 
Bird Guide 1B.  Kununurra Guide (Guide No 2A) may 
also be useful.  

Personal safety:

•	 Crocodiles - many of the areas mentioned 	
in this guide are the domain of saltwater crocodiles. 
Please be aware at all times.

•	 Be conscious of fire, weather & road 
conditions. Heed any warnings.

For further information see: 

Shire of Wyndham-East Kimberley website 	
https://www.swek.wa.gov.au/services/roads-
drainage/road-conditions.aspx 

Main roads websites: https://travelmap.mainroads.
wa.gov.au/ is excellent for planning and up to date 
information on all areas. 

For fire warnings:  	 www.emergency.wa.gov.au   
For weather warnings:  	www.bom.gov.au/wa 
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Wyndham Bird Watching Sites1.	 WYNDHAM TOWN
When the bush is dry many species of birds come 
into town to drink at sprinklers and/or taps.  The 
town oval, shire offices, high school oval, swimming 
pool grounds and town nature strips are all good 
places to check.  Gouldian Finches may be seen at 
any of these sites. Early morning from dawn until 
7.30am is the best time to look. 

a)      The caravan park makes artificial water points 
in the dry season which are well used by birds and 
photographers.  An entry fee is payable by visitors; 
consider an overnight stay.  The grounds are a good 
place to look for Great Bowerbird, Olive-backed 
Oriole and honeyeater species.

Ph: (08)9161 1064; Mob: 0427 388 328
Em: 	 wyndhamcaravanpark@gmail.com
Web: 	 https://www.wyndhamcaravanpark.com/

Look for Red-backed Kingfisher, Dollarbird, 
Whistling Kite and White-breasted Woodswallow on 
the power lines.  

b)	 The sewage ponds behind the oval are worth 
a visit for whistling duck, Wood Sandpiper, Pied Stilt 
and other waterbirds.

2.	 FiVE RIVERS LOOKOUT
Frequently visited for its impressive views, is on 
the western edge of the KBA. Although the KBA is 
not easily accessible, the lookout is a good place to 
watch birds of prey soaring. The track up Three Mile 
Valley at the start of the road uphill to the Bastion is 
a good place to look for Northern Rosella. 

Australasian Pipit
Whistling Kite

Pied Stilt



3.          ANTONS LANDING: 
The main wharf is no longer accessible to the public. 
However reasonable views of the mangroves can 
be had from the new floating jetty, Antons Landing. 
Head for the Port; take the second left turn by the 
Wyndham Historical Society Museum and park at the 
waterfront by the floating jetty.  Look for Australian 
Yellow White-eye, Mangrove and Large-billed 
Gerygone, Mangrove Grey Fantail, Mangrove Golden 
Whistler, Broad-billed Flycatcher, Collared Kingfisher 
and Kimberley Flycatcher in the mangroves.  As 
mud becomes exposed look for Chestnut Rail. If you 
venture into the mangroves 
along the shoreline, beware of 
crocodiles.

4.	 MARLGU BILLABONG / PARRY LAGOONS 	
	 NATURE RESERVE  
Marlgu Billabong, within Parry Lagoons Nature 
Reserve, is a must. You can expect to see 60 to 
80 species in this vicinity, provided there is water 
remaining in the billabongs. At most times, 2WD 
access should be no problem.  Note that the black 
soil plains may be impassable and the road closed 
during the wet season. 

Look for Brolga, finches, 
Brown Quail and 
button-quails, Australian 
Pratincole, Australian 
Bustard, Horsfield’s 
Bushlark and Golden-
headed Cisticola as you 
cross the grass plains. 
There is a chance of 
Zitting Cisticola and 
Tawny Grassbird too.

In a good wet season the whole floodplain will be 
under water with 20,000+ waterbirds feeding there.  
As the plain dries birds retreat to the lagoons which 
some years support thousands of Wandering or 
Plumed Whistling-Duck, Magpie Geese and Pied 
Heron. There are usually 
also good numbers of 
spoonbill, ibis, egret, 
heron, Radjah Shelduck 
and other ducks, Red-
kneed Dotterel, Brolga 
and Masked Lapwing.  
Comb-crested Jacana, 
Green Pygmy-Goose, 
Black-necked Stork and 
Nankeen Night-Heron 
can usually be found as 
well.   

The lagoons also form a stop-over site for migratory 
waders such as Black-tailed Godwit going north, 
plus occasionally rare migrants such as Ruff. Painted 
Snipe has been seen in a small waterhole by the road 
across the plain.  Keep a frequent look out for raptors 
with more than sixteen species possible.     	

Binoculars are adequate for this site, but a spotting 
scope is recommended for the main billabongs so 
that you can keep your distance without putting the 
large flocks into the air. Saltwater crocodiles may be 
present in any of the billabongs.  

There are a number of additional waterholes that 
can be checked by continuing on the main road 
to Parry Creek Farm. These form drinking sites for 
many species of bush birds, particularly Pictorella 
Mannikin and Star, Crimson and Zebra Finches and 
Brolga. Eastern Yellow Wagtail and Barn Swallow are 
occasional wet season migrants, and Yellow Chat is a 
possibility along the edge of the wetlands.  
Buff-sided Robin can be found in 
the large trees around Parry Creek 
Farm.

4a. To make the most of the area, consider a night 
or two at Parry Creek Farm Tourist Resort / Caravan 
Park. 

Em:    info@parrycreekfarm.com.au
Web:  https://parrycreekfarm.com.au/      
(contact form on website); Ph (08) 9161 1139

5.	 The GOLF COURSE is no longer operating 
but the woodland remains a good place for sighting 
a wide variety of bush birds including Blue-faced 
Honeyeater, Red-backed Fairy-wren and Black-
tailed Treecreeper. From Wyndham, drive towards 
Kununurra for 12.3 km; the track to the old golf 
course is on the right 1.2 km past the first track into 
Parry Creek floodplain / Marlgu Billabong, but before 
the main Parry Creek Rd. The access track is vague.  
Use 4WD or park on the main road and walk in 
(400m).  If there’s been a good wet season a variety 
of waterbirds can be seen in the waterholes including 
White-browed Crake and Black Bittern.

Comb-crested Jacana

 White-breasted Whistler 
(male left, female right)

Brown Quail

Yellow Chat

Blue-faced 
Honeyeater

Black-tailed 
Tree-creeper 



6.	 MAGGIE CREEK  		
Maggie Creek flows past the informal camping 
area by the roadside about 25 km out of Wyndham 
just past the first steep hill.   If there’s water in 
the creek, it’s a good place 
to watch birds drinking – 
especially finches, doves and 
honeyeaters.   

7.	 THE GROTTO
A popular tourist stop, about 30 km from Wyndham.  
Access is via a sealed road but an early morning 
visit is necessary.  There is a good chance of White-
quilled Rock Pigeon, Spinifex Pigeon and Sandstone 
Shrike-thrush. Black-breasted Buzzard is also a 
chance in the general area.  

8.	   OLD HALLS CREEK ROAD.
From Parry Creek Farm a track leads 13 km via 
several billabongs and creek crossings back to the 
main Wyndham – Kununurra highway.  The road is 
rough and 4WD is recommended.  It should not be 
driven in the wet season.  Gouldian Finch has been 
sighted at most of the larger waterholes. All bush 
birds found in the area are possible in the woodlands 
here.

9.	  TELEGRAPH CREEK
At 43 km from Wyndham on the main road to 
Kununurra. Drive past the entrance to The Grotto 
and the end of the Old Halls Creek Road, then 4 km 
before you reach the Gibb River Rd turn-off, there 
is an unmarked turning to the left.  A rough 1.4 km 
track leads to Telegraph Creek. Accessible to 2WD 
vehicles with high clearance.  
A large waterhole offers an interesting range of birds. 
Approach quietly.  Darters, herons and spoonbills 
roost in the trees lining the waterhole. Eastern Koel 
can be heard calling and a number of honeyeater 
species, including Yellow-tinted, White-gaped, Black-
chinned and Bar-breasted, feed there. Numerous 
finches come to drink.  From the turn-around/ 
parking area walk either to the left or right end of 
the waterhole to find the 
favoured finch-drinking spots.   
Beware, saltwater and 
freshwater crocodiles live in 
the waterhole. 

10.	 KING RIVER/MOOCHALABRA DAM
The track to the King River is perhaps the most 
varied and rewarding site around Wyndham, 
particularly at the end of the wet season when small 
creeks are flowing across the road.  Finches including 
Gouldian and Star Finches and Pictorella Mannikin 
love to drink in the puddles and feed in nearby cane 
grass. Very occasionally a Yellow-rumped Mannikin 
can be seen. When there is water by the causeway 
at the start of the track, it is a good place to look 
for migratory waders including Oriental Plover and 
Curlew Sandpiper.  Masked Lapwing and Pied Stilt 
nest at the roadside.  Pelicans, spoonbill, stilts and 
greenshank fish 
together as the 
water dries out.  

Current Birdlife Australia names applied

Striated Heron 

Diamond Dove

Bar-shouldered 
Dove

King River Rd turn-off is 6 km from town. At 9.4 
km look for the pandanus which indicate the site 
of Singhs Garden.  This is a good place to watch 
finches and honeyeaters drinking.  Purple-crowned 
Fairy-wren has been sighted there recently.  
 
A further 6 km on there is a grid and space to park, 
providing easy access to the mangroves and King 
River.  Australian Yellow White Eye is common; 
Arafura Fantail can sometimes be sighted. Beware 
crocodiles.  

It is a further 1 km to the dam spillway, and another 
1.4 km to the Aboriginal paintings and Moochalabra 
Dam turn off. The rocky ledges by the Cave Paintings 
site are a good place to look for White-quilled Rock 
Pigeon.   

Between that turnoff and the King River crossing 
there are a number of freshwater pools which can 
yield honeyeaters. Look for Spinifex Pigeon and 
possibly Chestnut-backed Button-quail on the 
spinifex-covered stony slopes.  Although the road is 
rough and corrugated, 4WD is not required.  In the 
heat of the day check the shaded part of the road.  
Often finches feed there.  Drive with your windows 
open – often you can hear finches before you see 
them.  Beware crocodiles.

Masked Lapwing

Sharp-tailed Sandpier 
left & Curlew Sandpiper 
right

Goudian Finch

Azure Kingfisher


